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MICHAEL KENNAUGH 
 
 
 
 Born: Casper, Wyoming, 1964 
 Currently lives and works in Houston, Texas 
 
 
Education 
 
 1990 M.F.A., University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
  Leysin American School, Leysin, Switzerland 
 1986 B.F.A., Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
 
Awards and Honors 
 
 1996 Residency, The William Flanagan Memorial Creative Persons Center,  
  Montauk, New York 
 1988 Second Place, Dishman National Competition, Lamar University, Beaumont, 
  Texas 
 1987 First Place, Dishman National Competition, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
 2007 Glassell School of Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Instructor 
 2005 Glassell School of Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Instructor 
 1990 University of North Texas, Denton, Texas, Teacher Adjunct 
 1987 Gold Coast Art League, Beaumont, Texas, Painting Instructor 
 1984-87 Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas, Student Assistant 
 
Lectures 

 
2006 Artist's Eye, Lecture on Mondrian, Menil Collection 

 2005 “Talking About Contemporary Art”, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
 2001 Artist Spotlight, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
 2000 Lawndale Art and Performance Center, Houston, Texas 
 1999 Glassell School, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
  Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston, Texas 
 1998 University Gallery, Baylor University, Waco, Texas 
 1990 The American College of Switzerland, Leysin, CH  
 
Solo Exhibitions 
 
 2023 “Telling the Bees”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2022 “Selected Works by Michael Kennaugh”, Beeville Art Museum, Beeville, Texas 
 2021 “Black Bird”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2018 “Driving to Eden”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2016  “It Was a Fine Idea at the Time”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “Locus in Quo”, Galveston Arts Center, Galveston Texas 
 2015 “Locus in Quo”, Art Museum of Southeast Texas, Beaumont, Texas (catalogue) 
 2013 “New Work: Paintings, Drawings, and Sculptures”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2012 “Zero Road”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 



 2010 “The Camel’s Back”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2007 “Water and Stone”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2004 “Nexus”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2002 “Haven”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2000 “Monuments and Myths”, Lawndale Art and Performance Center, Houston, Texas 
 1998 “New Work”, Sally Sprout Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 1997 “Michael Kennaugh - Recent Work”, Galveston Arts Center, Galveston, Texas 
 1996 “Drawings and Paintings”, Sally Sprout Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 1990 American College of Switzerland, Leysin, CH 
  “MFA Exhibition”, University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
  Student Union Gallery, University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
 
 
Group Exhibitions 
 
       2025 “50th Anniversary Exhibition, Part I”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “Staff Art Show 2025”, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
  “New To Town, Recent Acquisitions”, Tyler Museum of Art, Tyler, Texas 
2024-25 “Target Texas: Studio Practice”, Art Museum of South Texas, Corpus Christi,   

   Texas (exhibition catalogue)  
  “20x20, Honduras Threads”, Andrew Durham Gallery, Houston, Texas 

2023 “MFAH Staff Art Show”, Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Houston, Texas 
 “Our Back Pages”, Dishman Art Museum, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 

 2021-22 “The Box Exhibition”, Hooks Epstein Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2021 “MFAH Staff Art Show”, Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Houston, Texas 
 2020 “From the Vault: Selections from the Art Museum of Southeast Texas”, Tyler  
   Museum of Art, Tyler, Texas 
 2019 “MFAH Staff Art Show”, Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Houston, Texas 
 2018 “Navigating Surface and Space: Pat Colville, Garland Fielder, Michael Kennaugh,  
   Eduardo Portillo”, Williams Tower Gallery, Houston Texas, Curated by Sally  
   Sprout 
  “Houston Artists: Gestural and Geometric Abstraction”, Mobile Museum of Art,   
   Mobile, Alabama, Curated by Jim Edwards 
 2017 “Virgil Grotfeld, Ibsen Espada, Michael Kennaugh: Painter’ Painters”, Houston  
   Baptist University, Contemporary Art Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “Beaumont Collects: Works of Art from Southeast Texas Collectors, Dishman 
   Art Museum, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
  “Bring It All Back Home: Works of Art by Lamar University Alumni from the  
   permanent collection of the Dishman Art Museum”, Dishman Art Museum, Lamar  
   University, Beaumont, Texas 
 2016 “From Space to Field”, curated by Sculpture Month Houston, Site Gallery at The  
   Silos at Sawyer Yards, Houston, Texas 
     "Twenty Five: A Conclusion", Galveston Arts Center, Galveston, Texas, Curator:    
     Clint Willour 
 2015-16 “40th Anniversary Exhibition”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2015 "Texas Abstract", Rudolph Blume Fine Art / ArtScan Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “Texas Abstract, Modern | Contemporary”, Galveston Arts Center, Galveston,  
   Texas, curated by Ken General 
  2013 “Editions”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  2012 “In Plain Sight”, curated by Aaron Parazette, McClain Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  2011        “Working in the Abstract”, Glassell School of Art, Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 

Houston, Texas 
   “The Modernist Thread”, Williams Tower Gallery, Houston, Texas, curated by 
   Sally Sprout 

 2010 “35 Years: Anniversary Exhibition”, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “Aqueous Abstractions: Contemporary American Watercolors“, Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston, Houston, Texas 
 2005 “Mind, Mark and Wit”, Williams Tower, Houston, Texas 
 2004      “Preparatory Works”, The Jung Center, Houston, Texas, curated by Clint Willour  



     “Abstract Concepts”, The Art Center, Stephen F. Austin University,  
  curated by Clint Willour  
 2003 “Miniatures”, Hooks-Epstein Galleries, Houston, Texas 
  “Works by Michael Kennaugh and Kyle Young”, One City Centre Lobby, Houston, 
  Texas 
  “The Potent Line”, Williams Tower Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2002 “Southeast Texas Recollects”, Art Museum of Southeast Texas, Beaumont, Texas 
 2001 “The Glassell Auction”, Glassell School of Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 
  Texas 
  “The Box Show”, Hooks Epstein Galleries, Houston, Texas 
  “Narratives”, HCCP, Houston, Texas 
  “Bibliolowtech”, Inman Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 2000 “Texas, Across State Lines”, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
  “Houston Area Show”, Blaffer Gallery, University of Houston, Houston, Texas 
 1999 “New York Collects”, Albright Knox Gallery, Buffalo, New York 
  “Four Painters”, Hong Kong Visual Arts Center, Hong Kong, China 
  “Six”, Kouros Gallery, New York, New York 
 1998 “Edward Albee Curates: 5 Artists”, Art League of Houston, Houston, Texas 
  “Michael Collins, Michael Kennaugh: Painters”, University Gallery, Baylor 
  University, Waco, Texas 
  “Figure and the Chair”, Hooks Epstein Galleries, Houston, Texas 
 1997 “Defining the Figure”, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
 1996 “Classically Inspired”, Hooks Epstein Galleries, Houston, Texas 
  “Vernacular”, Lawndale Art and Performance Center, Houston, Texas 
 1995 “Drawing from Strength”, Transco Tower Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 1994 “Introductions”, Transco Tower Gallery, Houston, Texas 
  “The Second Arena-Ennial: Infinite Airport”, Dishman Art Gallery, Beaumont, Texas 
  “The Second Arena-Ennial: Infinite Airport”, 404 Fowler Warehouse, Houston, 
  Texas 
  “TALA Benefit Auction”, Houston, Texas 
 1993 “Dia de los Muertos”, Lawndale Art and Performance Center, Houston, Texas
 1992 Lawndale Art and Performance Center”, Houston, Texas 
 1989 “University of North Texas Print Exhibition”, Odessa Junior College, Odessa, Texas 
 1988 “Dishman National Competition”, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas; juror, Betty 
  Moody, Moody Gallery, Houston, Texas 
 1987 “Dishman National Competition”, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas; juror, Sheila 
  Stewart, Museum of Southeast Texas, Beaumont, Texas 
  Allied Bank of Beaumont, Beaumont, Texas 
 1986 “Senior Exhibition”, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
  “Friends of the Arts”, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
 1985 “Friends of the Arts”, Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas 
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